PLANS   FOR  THE   FUTURE
which a plebiscite presented to convince H,M. Government,
palpably without strong convictions of its own, save the
observations of the Anglo-French Declaration, that his own
proposals drew 'their authority from the initiative and free
choice of indigenous populations5, and therefore atiorded the
only real bases on which H.M. Government, in safety and in
self-interest, could establish the ne\v government.
It must not be imputed to the Acting Civil Commissioner
that he suggested the recourse to public opinion and then took
steps to ensure answers favourable to his own proposals, because
they were merely his own views. It may be suggested, rather,
that he genuinely believed that his policy, founded on his own
knowledge of the country, on his own background and training
as a servant of the Indian Empire, and on a desire to promote its
interests as well as those of the people of 'Iraq, presented the
only way to draw H.M. Government away from the dangerous
tendencies which they seemed to be following, and of combating
the idealism of those who, from Cairo and from Whitehall,
had encouraged and sympathized with the cause of Arab
Nationalism.